
had Obamaõs support for the legislation that 
they were working to pass. Ruth Ann Stil-
well, who lost her sister, told Channel 2, "I 
really felt his sincerity and his pledge for 
real.ó 
 People have mixed opinions about 
Obamaõs visit to Buffalo. Some say that the 
trip was overshadowed by unimportant de-
tails like Luann Haleyõs comment or what 
kind of chicken wings Obama likes. Many 
also say that the visit will have little impact 
on the city in the future. However, Buffalo 
was overall portrayed in a positive way to the 
rest of the country and Obama was most 
likely able to gain some more supporters 
from the Buffalo area. Michael V. 
Haselswerdt, a political science professor at 
Canisius College, told The Buffalo News, òI 
donõt think we should downplay the sym-
bolic importance and the positive feelings 
people have from what they see as his atten-
tion. Thatõs a good thing. Itõs good for peo-
ple to be exposed to their leaders.ó Amanda 
Stachowski, a junior at Mount Mercy, said 
that Obamaõs trip òbrings Buffalo into the 
spotlight.ó She says that the visit òfocuses on 
the good of the city, rather than the usual 
negative aspectsó, which we often hear 
about.  

On May 13, 2010 President Barack 
Obama visited Buffalo. The last time that a 
president came to Buffalo was Bill Clinton in 
1999. Obamaõs trip lasted only about three 
hours. Obama had a planned stop at Indus-
trial Support Inc, which is a small manufac-
turing company located on Depot Street in 
Buffalo. Many supporters and protesters 
lined some streets in Buffalo hoping that 
Obamaõs motorcade might pass by. Obama 
took a tour of Industrial Support, and spoke 
to many of the workers about the economy 
and jobs. He talked about the importance of 
small businesses in helping the United States 
economy, and his policies that have helped 
and will continue to help the small businesses 
and the overall economy. His meeting was 
closed to the public, and he did not have any 
scheduled public event while in Buffalo. 

The President was late to Industrial 
Support because he stopped at Duffõs to 
have some chicken wings. A local woman, 
Luann Haley gained national attention when 
she met Barack Obama at Duffõs. She asked 
Obama if she could hug him, and then told 
him, òYouõre a hottie with a smokinõ little 
body.ó Haley told Channel 2 News that peo-
ple often tell her that she needs to think be-
fore she speaks. She also said that meeting 
Obama was a once in a lifetime opportunity. 
However, she almost regrets what she said 
because of the negative comments people 
have said about her. 
 The President also stopped to meet 
with relatives of people that lost their lives in 
the crash of Flight 3407. He met with people 
that are pushing for more strict regulations 
for airplane safety. Scott Maurer, whose 
daughter was killed in the crash, told The 
Buffalo News about Obama, "He's got so 
many other things on his plate, so for him to 
meet with us shows that he recognizes the 
magnitude of the tragedy." After meeting 
Obama, the family members felt that they 
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Spirit of Mercy Awards by Stephanie Koch (2010)  

 At Mercy, the òSpirit of Mercyó award is given to stu-
dents, teachers, or faculty who exemplify and truly live by the 
values and principles that Mercy was founded by. The qualities 
one embodies and demonstrates that qualify them to receive the 
òSpirit of Mercyó award are: compassionate presence, service, 
respect for all, justice, and hospitality. Recently, two MMA Sen-
iors have had the honor of receiving this award, which they so 
rightfully deserve.  
 Alena Musso was nominated for demonstrating the 
qualities of compassionate presence and respect for all. Alena is 
always there for anyone. When she sees anyone who looks like 
they had a tough day, she is always there to comfort them. As a 
personal experience, in art class on a few occasions I was very 
upset about a few issues. She immediately stopped what she was 
doing and talked to me. This not only made me feel better, but it 
made me feel happy that someone cared. Also, being a person 
who I didnõt really talk to, we became better friends through her 
compassion for all.  
 Pattie Bundt was nominated for demonstrating the 
qualities of compassionate presence, respect for all, and service. 
Pattie is one on the nicest person that one could ever meet. She 
always strives to extend the helping had to anyone who needs it; 
and she never asks for anything in return. On a personal level, I 
got to experience Pattieõs amazing excellence. In my pre-calc. 
class, I donõt always know what I am doing. Pattie always helps 
me better understand everything thatõs going on. She even points  

out where I went wrong in the process of solving a problem, so I can 
learn from my mistakes. Also, at lunch when we are speaking badly 
about another person, she always tells us to be nice and not to talk 
about others. Upon long contemplation about what she said, I realize 
that she is absolutely right. We all should try to be nicer people and 
that starts with ourselves.  

  
 Mrs. Shannon Burke-Krukowski was nominated for her 
excellence in exhibiting the qualities of compassionate presence and 
respect for all. Mrs. Burke-Krukowski has truly been one of  
the best teachers here at MMA! She teaches a lot more than just the 
curriculum; she teaches us new ways of thinking and how to see 
something in a different light. On a personal level, while in her class, 
I always seem to find out something new about myself. Whether it be 
a character trait I never really acknowledged, or a new ability that I 
never knew I had, I always found out something new.  
 If everyone in this school reached out to others just like 
these spectacular Seniors did, I am sure that everyone would get 
along better; and enhance the meaning of respect and the message 
behind the Third Quarter Honors Assembly. Be Mercy, live Mercy, 
show Mercy.  

Be Mercy, live Mercy,  

show Mercy.  

One Down, Three to Go by Lee Haggerty (2013)  

         As the weather grows warmer and the sun shines longer, all I can 
think about is summer. But before that, I have projects and studying for 
exams to get through. Itõs pretty hard to believe that my freshman year of 
high school is coming to an end. One year down, three to go. Even as I 
write that, I begin to think of the seniorõs advice: enjoy things, because 
theyõre over way too quickly. Yes, at times the year seemed to drag on, but 
now, I realize that time truly is flying by. 
        As freshmen, many of us began the school year only knowing a hand-
ful of people, and we all wondered how long it would take to adjust to a 
new school setting. We came to school one day earlier than everyone else 
so we could learn our schedules and meet each other without the upper-
classmen. It not only helped us with our classes, but also helped us with 
getting to know each other. During the second week of school, we walked 
to Harvest House for our Freshman Retreat. Despite the nervousness and 
unfamiliarity, I learned a lot about my friends and classmates that day. 
Friendships take time to develop, and eventually, they did. It wasnõt as hard 
as I thought it would be, and the toughest part of high school was proba-
bly keeping the schedule and extracurricular activities straight.  
      During Spirit Week, we didnõt really know what was going on, but the 
upperclassmen tried to help us. Now that weõve been through Spirit Week, 
I think we fully understand what itõs all about. School isnõt always going to 
be fun and games, but Spirit Week truly was fun.  
      Iõm so glad I decided to come to Mercy, I have made many friends that 
I will never forget, and even as our class changes over the years, freshman 
year will always be one I remember. 
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by Bridget Jackson (2011)  

 It's hard to believe this year is already coming to an end! 
Student Government is pleased with the past year and would like to 
thank all members for their dedication and support to the organiza-
tion this past year.  Special thanks to Senior members who have 
contributed to Student Government over their time at MMA.  Stu-
dent Government President Meghan McCormick did a great job in 
leading not only the school but the planning of various events, such 
as Spirit Week.  Emily Williams added much enthusiasm and excite-
ment to Student Government this year, as well as executed her du-
ties as Treasurer.   
 Although the year is coming to a close and we can all smell 
summer in the air, we encourage everyone to reflect back on this 
year's events and be thinking about possibly ideas for next 
year.  Feedback from Spirit Week, Fallback Dance and Valentines 
Sucker Sale is welcomed and encouraged!  All comments, concerns 
and questions can be directed to Bridget Jackson, Simone Howard, 
your class officers, Ms Barblock or Ms Leonard. 
 Student Government would like to thank all faculty and 
staff who make this organization possible.  Thank you to all who 
help plan the proms, Spirit Week, dances, sucker sales and meet-
ings.  Your assistance is truly appreciated.  Finally, Student Govern-
ment would like to thank the students for their participation, hard 
work and help in this yearõs events.  We are looking forward to next 
year and would like to hear your input!  Good luck on all exams and 
have a happy, safe summer! 

NHS Induction: A Personal Experience  

by Stephanie Koch (2010)  

 The National Honors Society (NHS) was founded in 1921. This prestigious society recognized students for more than 
just their academic grades. The NHS honors those who have demonstrated excellence in the areas of Scholarship, Leadership, 
Service, and Character.  
 When I found out that I was nominated to possibly be a part of the National Honor Society, I knew for a fact that I 
wouldnõt be accepted. I had adequate grades, but not the high òsmart peopleó grades. I also wasnõt that involved within the 
school, which is one of the qualities that NHS looks for. I thought to myself, òIõll give it a shot. Whatõs the worst that could 
happen?ó  
 So I completed all of the paperwork and got teacherõs signatures. I studied extra hard to improve my grades. To add 
to my chances, I joined clubs. Through this, I really wished I got more involved in previous years, because the clubs that I 
joined were so much fun.  
 Then, on one winter day, to my amazement, I received a letter in the mail saying that I was accepted into the National 
Honor Society. To this day, I am still in shock that I achieved something as prestigious as a membership into NHS.  
 That thrilling day finally came. April 26, 2010 was Induction Day. The new inductees, as well as the current members 
assembled in the MMA cafeteria to prepare for the ceremony. As we then proceeded to the chapel in the Mercy Center, I real-
ized that all of my efforts finally paid off.  
 The evening included an opening prayer by Alexxa Brown and the introduction lead by Margaret Bender. Then, Chel-
sea Ulrich gave a brief synopsis of the history of NHS and how we all should be proud of our accomplishments. After all of 
the new inductees were given their classic blue hoods, Ms. Huffman presented our speaker, Leah Staszak Gallagher, a graduate 
of MMA in 1999. Ms. Gallagherõs speech was very inspirational. She told us to work hard for our achievements; and that being 
a woman does not ever make us inferior to any male.  
 This will be a night that I will never forget. To those of you reading this, continue to strive for nothing but the best. 
Who knows, maybe your hard work and dedication will pay off one day.  
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Family Justice Center by Religion II (Mrs. Davis)  

 Recently, a Religion II class visited the Family Justice Center, which is a place that helps spouses escape from 
abusive partners.  It not only helps one physically deal with the abuse, but emotionally, too.  The people at the center 
walk its clients through the steps of separation and how to get custody of the children.  So, if you know anyone that is 
being abused or if you are a victim of abuse, donõt think twice about the Family Justice Center.  They are very under-
standing and nice people.   
 If you would like to help out in any way, they are always looking for volunteers and people to help out down 
there.  If you think it might be something youõd like to do, or if you would even like to talk to them about an abusive 
relationship, you may call at (716) 558-SAFE.  Their door is open to anyone who is seeking help or can offer help.   

Sophomore Retreat at Hospice by Jenna Gleason and Sarah Lopian (2012)  

 On May 6th, Mrs. Davisõs 1 ACE Religion class went to Hospice for their retreat.  Hospice is located on Como Park 
Boulevard.  Hospice is a relaxing place to help people cope with terminal illness and to allow them to live their lives com-
fortably.  The care offered at Hospice is not limited to certain people and it may be received by people of any age no matter 
what illness they have.  The services offered at Hospice are by consultant physicians, registered nurses, and social workers.  
There are also several types of therapy which include physical, occupational, and even music therapy.   
 Upon our arrival at Hospice, we took a tour of the facilities.  Some of the rooms that we visited were family confer-
ence rooms, volunteer rooms, temporary patient rooms, long term patient rooms, and a bistro, where we ate lunch.  Follow-
ing the tour, we were assigned to garden around the property.  After doing long and tedious work in the gardens, we took 
time out to watch a movie about Hospice patients and its services.   
 We had a great experience at Hospice and we now have a better understanding about what Hospice is about.  We 
were glad we could help! 

 Vive la Casa is located on 50 Wyoming Avenue, Buffalo, NY.  It is on 
the east side of Buffalo. Vive Inc. is the largest refugee shelter in the United 
States.  Since their founding in 1984, Vive has served more than 68,000 asylum 
seekers from 106 countries.  Vive is the only organization in the country with 
the primary focus of serving refugees as they begin the process of seeking asy-
lum. 
Last year VIVE served more than 3,800 refugees, 60% of whom were women 
and children. VIVE operates La Casa shelter with 112 beds, a kitchen, a legal 
clinic, and a free òstoreó to distribute donated clothing. 
 The purpose of Vive is to give refugees a place to stay while they are 
trying to figure out their new life in the United States. Ms. Angela Jordan is the 
Director of Operations.  Ms. Jordan holds the house meetings.  Vive charges 
$5.00 per night per bed, for those who can afford it.  Vive la Casa provides 
many opportunities for individuals, students, congregations, or business groups 
to become involved as volunteers.  Vive is a non-profit organization that re-
ceives funding from individual donors, congregations, etc. 
Miss Kisielõs 4-ACE Religion class of sophomores recently went on a retreat to 
Vive la Casa.  At Vive, they worked in the kitchen, served lunch, organized 
clothes (donations), and played with the children. 
 At Vive la Casa, the students carried out three Works of Mercy:  
Feed the hungry. The students of Miss Kisielõs 4-ACE Religion class were an ex-
ample of this Work of Mercy when they worked in the kitchen, made food, and 
served it to the refugees. 
Visit the imprisoned. The students visited the refugees at Vive, and talked to 
them.  They played with the children and brightened their day. 
Shelter the homeless. Vive la Casa shelters the homeless in Buffalo.  They give 
refugees a place to stay when they have no where else safe to go. 

Vive la Casa by Religion II (Miss Kisiel)  
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 On  April 8th, 2010, Miss Kisielõs 
2BDF Religion class went on a retreat to 
Journeyõs End Refugee Services on Barton 
Street in the city of Buffalo, NY.  Journeyõs 
End is a Christian community-based organi-
zation whose goal is to help refugees to be-
come contributing parts of the community.  
They assist refugees seeking to settle in the 
Buffalo 
area.  They 
help them 
receive the 
basic 
things they 
need to 
start a new 
life by pro-
viding an 
apartment, 
furniture, clothing, and even toiletries. 

 While there, the class engaged in ac-
tivities such as tutoring and playing with the 
refugee children.  Some girls helped with 
math, from addition and subtraction to multi-
plication and division.  Others played games 
with the children such as òHide and Go 
Seekó, òHangmanó, and òTicðTac-Toe. ò 

 The Mercy girls were able to witness 
several Works of Mercy on their trip to Jour-

neyõs End.  One Work of Mercy the girls 
learned that the agency put into action was 
òclothe the naked.ó  Since many of the refu-
gees come from Burma, they did not have 
winter clothes.  These were provided by Jour-
neyõs End.  Another Work of Mercy displayed 
at Journeyõs End was òshelter the homeless.ó  
The refugees came to the U.S with no place 
to go, and Journeyõs End provided them with 
a home and many things they needed.  The 
girls also contributed their own Work of 
Mercy, òcomfort the afflicted.ó  The refugee 
children had tough life experiences and the 
Mercy girls were able to give them hope, by 
showing them that they can become partici-
pating members of society, too. 

 In the Gospel Jesus says òWhoever 
wishes to become great among you shall be 
your servantó (Mt 20:26).  Jesus encourages 
us to serve 
each other 
and think of 
others first.  
The Mercy 
girls listened 
to Jesusõ 
words and 
were eager to 
help the chil-
dren.    

Sophomores Visit Journeyôs End 
By: Bryanna McKinnon, Sierra Ful ler ,  & Victor ia Riso (2012)  
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by Lee Haggerty (2013)  

                Bullying in schools has been around for a very long time.  However, the forms of bullying have changed drastically.  Peo-
ple no longer see the physical bullies shoving kids in lockers and taking their lunch money.  Instead, itõs calling people nasty names 
and bullying them psychologically.  Sometimes people are bullies and they donõt even realize it.  There are many problems associated 
with bullying, but one of the most important is that it can be prevented.   
                During the third quarter Honors Assembly, the seniors from Ms. Burkeõs English IV class talked to the underclassmen 
about being kinder to each other and having more respect for each other.  They made posters with inspirational sayings that should 
motivate us  to be nicer to everyone.   They also put up blank posters so we could write our own suggestions about how to be 
nicer.  In the cafeteria, more poster boards quickly filled up with people writing compliments to each other in all four classes, and the 
teachers.  Before the assembly, they conducted a survey in Religion classes to see what we thought about ourselves.  Some of the 
results were surprising, and others were not.  The whole point of their presentation was to show us that being a bully isnõt fun, and 
being bullied isnõt fun either.  So if bullying isnõt fun for anyone, why do people do it?  There isnõt one perfect answer to this ques-
tion, and there probably never will be, so we should try to focus on stopping bullying everywhere.  
                In the English I Honors class, we read The Chocolate War by Robert Cormier.  This novel is based on bullying, so before 
we began, we did some research on bullying in schools.  But we discovered that the bullies donõt just hurt people in school, they also 
find ways to do it outside of school.  Cyber bullying has become a huge problem for kids, one thatõs very difficult to escape because 
technology is all around them.  The relentless teasing often causes kids to commit suicide, because they think itõs their only way 
out.  Usually when kids are faced with bullies at school, they turn to teachers or trusted adults for help.  This can sometimes escalate 
the problem, so some kids try to solve the problems themselves.  We saw this in The Chocolate War when Jerry, faced with psycho-
logical and physical bullies, wonõt tell his dad whatõs happening to him.  He tries to òdisturb the universeó by not following the 
crowd, but the book doesnõt end well for Jerry or for victims of bullying everywhere.  That doesnõt mean that things canõt end well 
for real-life victims of bullying.   
                Bullying is harmful to everyone involved, and can be prevented.  But people need to change their attitudes toward each 
other, and start respecting each other.  Here at Mercy, thanks to the senior class, we are working towards becoming better people.   

With summer quickly approaching, donõt put your minds to rest just yet. We all know that with summer comes summer 
reading as well. Some love it while others dread it but no matter what side you are on, you know it has to be done. Included in this 
article you will find tips that will be beneficial for tackling your summer reading books. 
 One important step to tackling your summer reading list is to know what books you need to read before September rolls 
around. This information can be found on the Mercy Homepage, the link is titled òSummer Reading List 2010ó. There it lists all the 
different English classes and their books. Some other tips for summer reading are getting organized and getting an early start. No-
body likes their last week of summer to be chaotic and full of work, so do yourself a favor and start on your summer reading as 
soon as possible. This will be beneficial and less stressful for you in the end.  The best way to avoid cramming is to set oneself a 
schedule for summer reading. Ms. Nuttle suggests òI advise students to try to read for at least one hour every dayó.  Both Mrs. Leo-
nard and Ms. Nuttle also suggest students keep a reading journal to write notes down in as they read. One might want to write 
down main characters and what events they find to be important throughout the book. Mrs. Leonard also suggests that òusing 
Spark Notes is okay; however, they should not be relied onó.  
 So remember, get acquainted with your summer reading books. One can expect there to be assignments on the books 

when one returns from vacation, so avoid the stress and read your books assigned to you. Keep a journal, and start reading early to 

avoid cramming if possible, for it will help you immensely in the future. Do not rely on Spark Notes for everything, do the work 

that needs to be done and you will be set for when school returns!  

Donôt Forget: Summer Reading 

by Catherine Kasianowicz (2011)  
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by KC Marren (2011)  

MMA 2009 -2010 Sports Recap  

by Catherine Kasianowicz (2011)  

 Throughout the year, Mercy athletes have worked hard making teams, practicing, and playing. With a total of eleven sports 
here at Mercy, below is the low down on each sport and their records.  
 Starting with fall sports, letõs begin with swimming. The swim team did not have a great overall record, however participa-
tion was limited and no doubt about it the girls worked as hard as they could! Katelyn Grimm received the Section VI Scholar Ath-
lete All-Western New York Award. The girls Varsity Soccer teams league record was 3-7 while their overall record was 7-8. The JV 
Soccer teamõs league record was 0-10 while their overall record was 0-11.  Kelly Webster , Rachel Schroeder , Margaret Higgins, 
Connie Evaniak, and Kathleen Kamien received the  A Section VI Scholar Athlete All-Western New York Award. All Catholic 
Awards of the North Division went to Kate Purcell (1st team), Rebecca Alvira (2nd team), and Rachel Shroeder (2nd team). The Golf 
season was successful with Amber Martin placing first at the All Catholicõs Tournament while her sister Alexis Martin, followed her 
in fifth place. Amber Martin was also named the All Catholic MVP. Cross Country also had a hardworking successful season with 
Hannah Rosolowski, Alison Hadley , and  Sara Bevilaqua  receiving the  honorable mention of the Section VI Scholar Athlete All-
Western New York Award under new coaching, the Mercy JV and Varsity Volleyball teams improved their records. JVõs overall 
record was 8-5 while their league record was 7-4. The Varsity teamõs overall record was 10-5 while their league record was 9-4. All 
Catholic awards went to the following girls: Susan Muldoon (MVP South Division), Catherine Kasianowicz (1st Team South Divi-
sion), Molly Gasuik (1st Team South Division), and Emily Williams (2nd Team South Division). Emily Williams and Karen Straub 
also received the Section VI Scholar Athlete All-Western New York Award.  

Continuing into the Winter Sports is basketball. The JV basketball teamõs overall record was 12-9 while their league record 
was 7-6. Varsityõs overall record was 11-12 while their league record was 5-8. Kate Purcell led the girlõs varsity basketball team while 
also being awarded with co MVP for the Monsignor Martin Athletic Association as well as being all Western New York. Purcell as 
well as Margaret Bender were both winners of the Section VI Scholar Athlete All Western New York award. The girls JV Bowling 
record was 1-11 while the Varsity teamõs record was 5-7.  

While spring came around so did Track, Tennis, softball, and lacrosse. The track team was led by captains Mara Kline and 

Maggie Higgins and had a great season with big wins. The tennis teamõs overall record was 2-7.  Those who qualified to play at All 

Catholics were: Quinn Cassidy, Allison Deacon, Liz Redanz, Liz Roeski, Maddie Eagen, and Sam Kankiwicz. The lacrosse team was 

also under new coaching this year. Their overall record was 3-7 while their league record was 2-7. The JV softball team did not have 

a great turnout during the first few tryouts but still managed to field a team. Their overall record was 3-10 while their league record 

was 2-4. The Varsity softball teamõs overall record was 12-7 while their league record was 7-2. The Varsity softball team made their 

way through the first round of playoffs versus Mount St. Maryõs with a 1-0 win. During the second round of playoffs, the team bat-

tled in extra innings and sadly lost a close game to St. Maryõs of Lancaster 3-2. All Catholic awards information regarding Spring 

Sports has not yet been released.   

 With the school year coming to an end and this beautiful weather, there is one thing looming over us like a dark 
storm cloud.  This greatly feared and hated event is Regent exams and school exams.  Exams are coming sooner than 
we think; our last day of school is June 14, meaning there is less than a month until exams start.  Regents exams start on 
June 15th and end on the 23rd. 
 Exam time is a very stressful time and can often be overwhelming.  Studying for exams can often drive one to 
insanity. Not to fear though, there are many research tools out there that can help one prepare for exams and help one 
release some of that stress.  For example, there is regentsprep.org, a wonderful website that has sample Regents  exams 
and even has sample questions to help people prepare for a specific exam and get a better feel for what will be on the 
exam.  Many also feel a little unsure about how to study and prepare for these exams.  When asked, Rebecca Fink, a 
junior claims she looks over old Regents exams and reviews her notes when studying.  Some other tips include getting a 
good nightõs sleep the night before the exam, go with your first instinct when answering questions and donõt second 
guess your answer unless you are absolutely positive the first answer was wrong, and stick with the easy questions and 
save the difficult ones for later. 
 So remember, donõt stress, because there are all sorts of tools and tips to help you take and pass your regents 
and school exams successfully. 
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