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Heart Failure

Å5 million Americans have the disease

ÅMore than 500,000 are newly diagnosed each year

ÅHF results in 2 million hospitalizations annually and 
accounts for 3% of the national health care budget 
($27.9B)

ÅHF is the most commonly used Medicare diagnostic 
related group (DRG)

Å6.5 million hospital days

ÅHigh readmission rate 20% @ 30 days, & 50% @

6 months

Å12-15 million office visits annually

ÅApproximately 300,000 death annually are related to HF



Costs for HF in the US (in $ 
billions)

Indirect 

Costs, $2.1 

Nursing 

Home, $3.5 

Provider, 

$1.8 

Drugs, $2.1 

Home 

Health, $2.1 

Hospital, 

$13.6 



Re-admission/Disease 
Progression

Practitioner

Failures

üFailure to prescribe

evidence-basedmedications

üFailure to discontinue 

medication that may 

exacerbate HF

üFailure to adjust 

medications

üFailure to adequately 

address co-morbidities

üFailure of adequate 

follow-up

System

Failures

üFailure to provide

adequate dietary 

counseling

üFailure of adequate 

discharge planning

üFailure to address 

patient and caregiver

needs

üFailure to adhere 

to prescribed medications

üFailure to comply with 

dietary regimen

üFailure to seek early

care with escalating

symptoms

üFailure of patient 

social support systems

Patient

Failures


